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SPECIAL SECTION

The Trump Corollary:  
Military Interventionism in the 
Pursuit of  Energy and Critical 
Minerals in Latin America
Diogo Ives 
Thaís Jesinski Batista

Abstract: Since January 2025, the Trump administration has translated US 
corporate interests in energy and critical minerals into national security policy, 
framing Latin America as a priority zone under a “Trump Corollary” to the Monroe 
Doctrine. Through military pressure, interventions (notably in Venezuela), and 
bilateral security and critical minerals agreements, Washington seeks resource access 
amid competition with China, reshaping regional sovereignty, energy governance, 
and mineral extraction dynamics across Latin American States.
Keywords: Trump Corollary; military interventionism; critical minerals; US-Latin 
America relations; energy security.
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This brief  essay argues that Donald Trump’s second administration has been 
marked by a willingness to openly deploy US military force to secure the 
foreign supply of  both longstanding and new raw materials, especially with 

a view to serving the interests of  big techs. This group of  high-tech transnational 
companies provides the digital infrastructure and services on which much of  the 
country’s economic, social, and political life has come to depend (Birch & Bronson 
2022). The closeness between the sector’s leading business figures and Trump is 
constant and visible. CEOs of  companies such as Meta, Amazon, Google, Tesla/
SpaceX, Apple, and Nvidia, among others, were present at his inauguration in 
January 2025 (Swenson 2025) and accompanied him on his highly anticipated 
international trip to China in May 2026 (Hays & Mitchell 2026).

The big techs aim to secure a safe and abundant supply of  two types of  raw 
materials in particular: energy sources to meet the growing demand of  artificial 
intelligence systems (O’Donnell & Crownhart 2025), and critical minerals for 
manufacturing various kinds of  electronics, such as phones and computers, for 
both civilian and military use (Allen 2025). Trump translated this corporate 
agenda into a matter of  national interest initially through the National Energy 
Emergency Declaration, issued on the first day of  his new term. According to 
the document, the United States must make its entire energy supply chain–
which includes critical minerals, oil (and its derivatives), gas, coal, uranium, 
biofuels, and geothermal and hydroelectric sources–more reliable, diversified, 
and affordable (The White House 2025a).

The external dimension of  this course of  action was set out in the National 
Security Strategy, published in November 2025, which lists national economic security 
as one of  the priorities to be pursued by the Trump administration (The White House 
2025b). The strategy seeks to increase US self-sufficiency and includes objectives such 
as maintaining the country’s dominance in the international energy sector, rejecting 
restrictions on the use of  fossil fuels imposed by the “ideology” of  climate change, 
and ensuring access to material and mineral supply chains around the world, to be 
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monitored by US intelligence services. 
The Americas are described as strategic 
for these purposes, where it is expected 
to see a greater military presence aimed 
at deterring extra-regional powers, in 
the name of  a Trump Corollary to the 
Monroe Doctrine. 

Such doctrine has, since 1823, 
conceived the Americas as an exclusive 
US sphere of  influence amid ongoing 
struggles for independence in the region. 
In 1904, President Theodore Roosevelt 
announced a first addendum to the 
doctrine, bearing his name, that signaled 
the US intention to police the Americas 
and intervene in domestic sovereignties 
whenever it saw fit to keep European 
powers out of  the region. Now, Trump 
is updating this intent by shifting the 
focus toward deterring Chinese power 
and consolidating the dominance of  the 
big techs. The next sections describe the 
first movements toward this aim.

VENEZUELA AS THE FIRST TEST OF THE TRUMP COROLLARY
The Southern Command (Southcom) is the operational unit of  the US 

Department of  War responsible for carrying out military policy toward Latin America 
and the Caribbean (except for Mexico, which falls under Northcom). Each year, the 
Southcom commander gives a public statement to the US Senate reporting on the 
command’s activities. In February 2025, Admiral Alvin Holsey (2025), appointed by 
Trump to the post, stressed that reducing China’s influence in the region would be a 
priority, since the Asian country would rival the United States in access to raw materials, 
minerals, energy, logistics infrastructure, and telecommunications. Countering the 
actions of  Russia, Iran, organized crime, and undocumented migrants were also cited 
as objectives by Holsey. The preferred means of  US defense, according to him, would 
be to build military partnerships with local governments, including capacity-building 
cooperation, joint exercises, and humanitarian assistance.

Donald Trump’s second 
administration has been 
marked by a willingness to 
openly deploy US military 
force to secure the foreign 
supply of  both longstanding 
and new raw materials, 
especially with a view to 
serving the interests of  
big techs. This group of  
high-tech transnational 
companies provides the digital 
infrastructure and services on 
which much of  the country’s 
economic, social, and political 
life has come to depend.
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However, in October 2025, Admiral Holsey announced that he would step 
down from leading Southcom the following December, in a move described by 
the press as having been forced by Trump’s Secretary of  War, Pete Hegseth, who 
was pushing for a more “flexible” posture at the institution (Stewart 2025). The 
announcement came just weeks after Hegseth ordered that everyone on board a 
Venezuelan vessel suspected of  trafficking drugs in the Caribbean Sea be killed in a 
missile airstrike (Horton & Nakashima 2025). This type of  action would be repeated 
in the following months, under the command of  a new Task Force Against Narcotics, 
created by Hegseth to take over such operations from Southcom. In his farewell 
address, Admiral Holsey stressed that democracy, the rule of  law, and human rights 
should be the values guiding US defense policy (Stewart 2025).

Shortly thereafter, on January 3, 2026, the United States invaded Venezuela 
for a few hours and seized the country’s president and first lady, Nicolás Maduro and 
Cilia Flores. The couple was taken to a prison in New York, accused of  belonging 
to a “narco-terrorist” network that sent drugs to the United States. The move was 
ordered by the White House without any debate in Congress and drew criticism 
from China, the largest buyer of  Venezuelan oil, for violating international law 
(Xinhua 2026). In Maduro’s place, Venezuela’s National Assembly installed the 
Vice President, Delcy Rodríguez. Over the following months, Rodríguez facilitated 
foreign investment in Venezuela’s oil and mining sectors (OPSA 2026), while US 
attacks on vessels in the Caribbean declined.

GROWING PRESSURE OVER ENERGY
Following the exhibition of  the Trump Corollary through the invasion of  

Venezuela, a pattern in US action in Latin America soon became evident: securing 
access to local energy sources through the threat of  force or military presence, 
under the pretext of  combating drug trafficking. On the day of  Maduro’s arrest, 
Trump declared that his Colombian counterpart, Gustavo Petro, would be the 
next target of  attention, accusing him of  involvement with drug cartels (Reuters 
2026b). Tensions eased in February, after Petro offered Colombian ports as an 
outlet for Venezuelan-produced oil to be exported to the United States (Monitor 
Mercantil 2026). 

With another of  Venezuela’s neighbors, Guyana, the United States signed a 
military cooperation agreement to patrol waters as part of  the effort to combat drug 
trafficking in late 2025 (Exame 2025). The action may also help protect offshore oil 
exploration carried out chiefly by Exxon Mobil, amid social pressure in Guyana for 
a renegotiation of  the contract, which is considered disadvantageous to the local 
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State. An attempted renegotiation by Irfaan Ali’s government, however, was publicly 
rebuked by the US ambassador to Guyana in April (Kaieteur News 2026), in an 
explicit intervention in domestic affairs.

With Ecuador, in March 2026, Southcom launched joint military operations 
at sea and on land to combat drug trafficking and illegal mining, after President 
Daniel Noboa’s attempt to install permanent US military bases in the country 
was rejected by the population in a referendum (Bermúdez 2026). The following 
month, the United States signed a memorandum of  understanding on cooperation 
in nuclear energy production in Ecuador, in order to expand and diversify its energy 
mix (Ecuador 2026). This type of  energy is coveted by some big techs for its capacity 
to produce electricity around the clock (Rapier 2026). 

Beyond the Amazonian region, in Paraguay, President Santiago Peña 
authorized, in March 2026, the presence of  US military personnel and government 
officials for security and defense activities 
with diplomatic immunity, especially to 
combat criminal networks operating in 
the Triple Frontier with Argentina and 
Brazil (Taddeo 2026). In this border 
region, the United States also plans to use 
the electricity generated for Paraguay by 
the Itaipu Hydroelectric Dam to supply 
data centers for artificial intelligence 
companies (Modanez & Rocha 2025).

To bring these and other bilateral 
initiatives together into a collective effort, 
the United States organized the Shield of  
the Americas event in Florida on March 
7, 2026, attended by the presidents of  12 
countries regarded as allies: Argentina, 
Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guyana, Honduras, Panama, 
Paraguay, the Dominican Republic, and 
Trinidad and Tobago. Speaking at the event, US Secretary of  State Marco Rubio 
said that the platform aims to facilitate day-to-day dialogue among governments on 
defense, security, energy, and trade (United States 2026). Kristi Noem, US Secretary 
of  Homeland Security, was named Special Envoy for the Shield of  the Americas, 
tasked with deepening cooperation with exclusive dedication.

Following the exhibition 
of  the Trump Corollary 
through the invasion of  
Venezuela, a pattern 
in US action in Latin 
America soon became 
evident: securing access 
to local energy sources 
through the threat of  force 
or military presence, under 
the pretext of  combating 
drug trafficking.
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THE PURSUIT OF CRITICAL MINERALS
As mentioned above, the US National Security Strategy goes beyond strict 

energy supply and also considers access to minerals as one of  the pillars of  
the country’s economic security (The White House 2025b). Along these lines 
and under the “America First” mantra, the Trump administration has been 
reinforcing the need to depend less on other countries for the supply of  critical and 
strategic minerals: Executive Order 14241, issued in March 2025, for example, 
directs efforts to increase domestic mineral production (The White House 
2025c). However, the United States does not have the reserves or extraction and 
processing capacity to meet all its domestic demand and has been working to 
strengthen ties with countries that supply these materials. In the proclamation of  
January 14, 2026 (Adjusting Imports of  Processed Critical Minerals and Their Derivative 
Products into the United States), Trump affirmed that it would be necessary to 
negotiate agreements with other countries for the supply of  critical minerals as 
quickly as possible. Imposing import restrictions, such as tariffs, could happen 
if  satisfactory agreements are not reached within the desired timeframe. To this 
end, he directed the US Secretary of  Commerce to negotiate such agreements 
(The White House 2026a).

Since January 2025, the United States has invested more than US$ 1 billion in 
critical minerals in Latin America, especially in projects to secure supplies of  lithium, 
copper, and rare earths (Jamasmie 2026). On February 4, 2026, the United States 
organized a Critical Minerals Ministerial, bringing together 54 countries, with the 
stated aim of  reorganizing global supply chains. Seven Latin American countries 
took part: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, and Peru. At the 
event, the Forum on Resource Geostrategic Engagement (FORGE) was announced as the 
successor to the Mineral Security Partnership, positioning itself  as a preferred zone for 
trade and investment in critical minerals, with mechanisms to coordinate minimum 
prices (Blakemore & Harmon 2026). In addition, 11 bilateral agreements on critical 
minerals were announced (United States 2026a).

The agreement with Argentina was one of  the first to be signed. President 
Javier Milei stated that the initiative should boost the country’s economic growth. 
Planned activities include the use of  public and private financing instruments, the 
simplification of  administrative licensing procedures, and cooperation in areas such 
as geological mapping, recycling, and critical materials management (Garcia 2026a). 
The agreement builds on the Memorandum of  Understanding on Critical Minerals 
that the two countries signed in August 2024 (US Embassy in Argentina 2024). One of  
the main minerals extracted in Argentina is lithium: the country is part of  the so-called 
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“lithium triangle,” together with Bolivia and Chile, which together hold more than 
half  of  the world’s reserves of  the mineral (Ives, Nascimento & Closs 2023).

The United States does not yet have an agreement of  this kind with Bolivia, 
which has handled the question of  its mineral resources with greater national 
autonomy than its Argentine neighbor for the past two decades, during the Movimiento 
al Socialismo (MAS) administrations of  Evo Morales and Luis Arce. However, 
following changes in the Bolivian Presidency and the rise to power of  the center-
right Rodrigo Paz, the scenario has been shifting. In late April 2026, Bolivia and the 
United States signed a Memorandum 
of  Understanding on Critical Minerals 
(AFP 2026). With Chile, meanwhile, the 
US government signed an agreement 
on mining and security in April 2026. 
According to Chile’s Minister of  Foreign 
Affairs, Francisco Pérez Mackenna, 
the agreement seeks to strengthen 
secure and resilient supply chains, 
promote value-added production, and 
create conditions to attract investment 
(Orellana 2026). The agreement follows 
a joint declaration signed by the two 
countries in March 2026 on critical 
minerals and rare earths (Subrei 2026).

Peru, Ecuador, and Paraguay also 
signed critical minerals agreements with 
the United States in February 2026. In 
Peru’s case, a bilateral Memorandum 
of  Understanding on the subject had 
already existed since August 2024 (US 
Embassy in Peru 2024). In Ecuador’s 
case, this is the first agreement of  its 
kind between the two countries. For 
Ecuador’s Chamber of  Mining, the 
agreement represents a milestone for 
the country and offers an opportunity to position it as a reliable supplier, given that 
only 1% of  Ecuadorian territory is currently under exploration (Primicias 2026). In 
Paraguay’s case, according to the government of  Santiago Peña, the two countries 
committed to intensifying cooperation efforts to accelerate the secure supply of  

The US National Security 
Strategy goes beyond strict 
energy supply and also 
considers access to minerals 
as one of  the pillars of  the 
country’s economic security. 
(...) [On January 14, 
2026,] Trump affirmed 
that it would be necessary 
to negotiate agreements with 
other countries for the supply 
of  critical minerals as quickly 
as possible. Imposing import 
restrictions, such as tariffs, 
could happen if  satisfactory 
agreements are not reached 
within the desired timeframe.
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critical minerals and strengthen their industrial bases (MRE Paraguay 2026). The 
country is also undergoing a reform of  its mining legislation, aimed at attracting 
new private investment, particularly in the critical minerals sector (Infobae 2026a).

With respect to Venezuela, the US government has been benefiting from 
new mineral policies adopted by interim president Delcy Rodríguez. On March 
9, the country’s National Assembly approved a new mining law to attract private 
investment to the sector (Valor Econômico 2026). A few days later, the US 
government approved licenses for investment and operations in critical minerals in 
Venezuela (Shakil & Martinez 2026). With Mexico, meanwhile, a Critical Minerals 
Action Plan was announced on February 4, aimed, according to the Office of  the US 
Trade Representative, at developing coordinated trade policies and mechanisms to 
mitigate vulnerabilities in the critical minerals supply chain (Porsch 2026). US Trade 
Representative Jamieson Greer stated that the plan underscores the two countries’ 
commitment to confronting “distortions in the global market that have left North 
American supply chains vulnerable to disruption” (Reuters 2026a).

Finally, a critical minerals agreement was also proposed to Brazil, but it did 
not receive a positive response (Ionova & Faddul 2026). Even so, in early April 2026, 
the US government signed a Memorandum of  Understanding with the government 
of  the state of  Goiás for cooperation in the critical minerals sector, which raised 
concern within the Brazilian federal government (Garcia 2026b). Later that month, 
the US company USA Rare Earth (USAR) announced the purchase of  the mining 
company Serra Verde Group, located in Minaçu, Goiás. The company operates the 
only mine in Brazil that produces and processes rare earths. It is also the only one 
outside Asia with commercial-scale production capacity for four rare earth elements: 
neodymium, praseodymium, terbium, and dysprosium (ClimaInfo 2026).

CORE AND CRACKS OF THE TRUMP COROLLARY
As the previous sections illustrate, military interventionism and extractivism 

function as two faces of  the Trump Corollary that the United States is currently 
applying to Latin America. It is a re-edition of  imperialist practices that have marked 
the history of  center-periphery relations in the region, this time for the benefit of  
big tech companies. The greater military presence and the threat of  using force 
against non-aligned governments are instruments of  a strategy aimed at deterring 
extra-regional powers, especially China, while simultaneously gaining greater 
influence over critical infrastructures, particularly in the areas of  energy and mining. 
This strategy can also be interpreted as part of  a broader “geopolitics of  artificial 
intelligence,” in which Washington and Beijing are competing for hegemony over 
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raw materials, infrastructure, equipment, and advanced technology to increase the 
productivity of  their economies (Stacciarini & Gonçalves 2025).

There are, however, cracks in the US project. Domestically, there is no 
consensus among the military over the approach of  disregarding international law, as 
illustrated by Admiral Holsey’s decision 
to step down from the leadership of  
Southcom. Changes in the composition 
of  the US Congress following the 
midterm elections in November 2026 
could increase opposition in that sense. 
Regionally, the major political gap is the 
lack of  Brazilian buy-in, as the country 
resists militarizing the fight against 
drug trafficking, maintains extensive 
energy cooperation with China, and 
demands greater sovereignty in the 
critical minerals’ exploration agreements 
sought by the United States. Brazil’s 
presidential election in October 2026 
will be a contest between keeping the 
country’s position of  autonomy for 
another four years, represented by Lula 
da Silva, or shifting it toward greater 
deference to Trump, as the Bolsonarist 
opposition demands. The disposition 
of  the White House to interfere in the 
Brazilian election has gained public 
notoriety (Ionova & Wong 2026).

At the global level, the political 
economy of  the Trump Corollary runs 
counter to the fight against climate 
change, one of  today’s foremost collective 
problems for humanity. By violating basic 
principles of  international law, weakening 
multilateralism, refusing to give up fossil 
fuel production, and disregarding debates 
on environmental justice in mining projects, the United States is engaging in climate 
obstruction practices (Roberts et al. 2025), which delay the multilevel governance needed 

Regionally, the major political 
gap is the lack of  Brazilian 
buy-in, as the country 
resists militarizing the fight 
against drug trafficking, 
maintains extensive energy 
cooperation with China, and 
demands greater sovereignty 
in the critical minerals’ 
exploration agreements 
sought by the United States. 
Brazil’s presidential election 
in October 2026 will be 
a contest between keeping 
the country’s position of  
autonomy for another four 
years, represented by Lula 
da Silva, or shifting it 
toward greater deference to 
Trump, as the Bolsonarist 
opposition demands.
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to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and adapt human life to a warmer atmosphere. 
The socio-environmental costs of  the Trump Corollary, therefore, extend beyond Latin 
America and, contrary to the sought-after exclusive sphere of  influence, may end up 
multiplying transnational reactions and expanding avenues of  counter-hegemony in the 
region (Stephens 2026).

CONCLUDING REMARKS
The Trump Corollary represents a contemporary and aggressive update 

to the Monroe Doctrine. It seeks to reinforce the 19th-century framing of  Latin 
America as an exclusive US sphere of  influence, where military power must now be 
instrumentalized to secure energy and critical minerals, especially for the benefit of  
big tech companies. By translating powerful corporate interests into national security 
policy, the Trump administration aims to deter Chinese influence and control strategic 
supply chains in the region. To achieve favorable deals, the White House is openly 
inclined to utilize different forms of  interventionism, ranging from the invasion of  
territories, the replacement of  presidents, the threat of  the use of  military force, 
military presence, and interference in elections. Despite the enormous pressure the 
Trump Corollary imposes on the autonomy of  Latin American countries, there is 
political space for regional and transregional resistance due to the multiplication of  
socio-environmental conflicts expected to follow such a Trumpist line of  action. 
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